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First Amendment quote
"The fair, accurate, condextual

search for the truth is as impertant o,

the future of humanity as sunlight is
to the future of the Earth
— Eric Newton, vice president.
for jeurnalism, John 5. and Jamas L
Kright Foundation, 1009

Partnering for conservation in the Tulare
‘Basin: T ulare Basm Working Group

The Tulare Basin Workms
Group orsmlzmt {5 annul
spring meeting a
the Tulare Basinon Apnl 2? The

10 bbserve
The w wulzrfmvl'm:dnngmtaw bird
stewardship, habitaf restoration
ard integrated resources man-
agement Successes and oppartu-
nities in the basin,

About 35 pzw!e took a driving
tour of the wetland restoration
sites of the Waterfow!
Asspciation and Ducks Unlim-
ited, That was fallowed by a
walking tour of the Tulare Basin
Wetlands Assoclation’s Los
Alamos and E| Cmca.[)uck Club
¥ihe sa nonprofits and

e €5, 5 dm
other smkyhoia‘en attending the
tour and meeting were Audubon
Californig, Ducks Unlimired,
California Waterfowl Asso.
ciation, U.5. Bureau of Land
Management, U.S, Bureau of
Rcclmalim LI.S. Fish and Wild-

Sawﬁu:i ngmtmmt =

onservation Service, stare
Danaetrent of Wigh an?!. G
Depur[msm of Fish and Game,
Central Valtey Joint Venture,
?iwr Pnrfners,“g‘uc:]r;sembrvn;mn

trategy Group, g e,
'nuaresr);a.sin Wetlands Associa-
tien, Tulare County Citizens. for
Responsible Growth, Southern
il e

equoias ] n a-
m‘zqn‘tiuu, Tulare gminqﬁigﬁfs
Hartners.

Niki Woodard, communica-

tHonsbutreach specialist for the
Tulare Basin 2 Parlrers,
summarized the trip, and its key

puints, for Viewpuint.

When wag the last time you
;éggpell m really listen 1o and
E tﬁmu‘lﬁ
southern Sm Jnmum.?allu

trees and watering holes
it sﬁ:ean awh:le do yourself a

}' by taking a s
Tulare County open spaces:
Kaweash Oaks Preserve, Dy
Creek Preserve, the Pixley
EOT Some
uf ‘the creekside trails that run
through our cities
Along that stroll, you'll :mkin
a beauty that has
qenso:v delight, but lhm once
proliferated in 1 the Tula
an area that su-etthea abuut
in River in
River in

rom the San Joa
the north to the
the south).
The Tulare Basin was once the
est expanse of wetlands in
C rnla with several lakes,

including Tulare Lake, the larg- the

est freshwater lake (in terms of
surface area) west of the Great
Lakes Those wetlands made this
region the single most important
wintering area for Pacific flyway
waterfowl in Californis.
However, the Tulare Basin has
lIost & higher percentage of its
native land thanany other region
in California. As the state's
immlauen has swelled over the
ast 150 yesrs, water has been
dmrted for ngncuiturnl uses

l:p habltsﬂhm mgﬁedahunilm
populol eciis 1o thrive.

The nee to smke 2 balance
between nature and society’s
growth has never been more
pressing, nor more complicated
and expensive, than it is today.

e diver- L

atour of B9

ML l'las is a\newof\hn namra\ wetlands at the Los Alamos Duck Club. EELOW: This is an example of the

Hative

ds in the Tulare Basin that can absorb surplus floading. susaren rioTos

T_he key word, however, is
“balance.”

ence here," Bob Shal'fer, mrg;—

SOI.LN.‘.OS

Duck clubs undertake lerge-

t scale congervation and resto-

ration projects in an effort to
attract more ducks during the
hunting season. However, fhese

nator for the Central Jo
':m told those attending the
How do we achiove ]
halahesT: m'lrbl?"@eeﬁu angf m‘%n aptly
Finding balan nswhen and Migratory Bird Stewsrd- s
diverse slaksholf:s ‘come  ship, Habital Restoration and
together needs, T 1 Resource Manage-

cha]ienges and vpportunities,
That is why the Tulare Basin
Workng Group was e shed

ment in the Tulare Basin” toured
‘;s‘e;vem] duck elubs northwest of

HASC0.
Since the mid-19th cem:ury,

in:2003 as a consartium of public
agenm pnvate mlmms some nfthe oSt part-
and ned with CONSET have

the protection and restoration
of natural communities in the
Tulare Lake Basin. The group
works tostrikeabalance between
often-competing inferests of
natural and economic outcomes
The Tulare Basiz Wildlife
Partners is the action arm of the
Working Group. They convene
biannual meetings among the
more than 70 parficipants to
identify new conservation oppor
tunities that achieve multiple
benefits for wildlife, people and
agriculture. Some of those mul-
tiple benefits include; providing
water for current wetlands,
crcating groundwater recharge
basins, water banking, water
myclmg, reducing stormwater
flooding and improving soil con-
ditiens on vetired farmiand,
“The energy that the Wildlife
Pariners has brought to the
region has been tremendous and
is exemplified by allof yourpres-

been the numerous duck clubs
that dot the Valley floor

car-round,
rting growing populativns
a!’ ncal wildiife, rmm-ators h‘.rds
and wa wl, many of whic
are classified by state and!ur
federal agencies as erdangered
or of apecial concern,
Through cellaboration with
agricultural and environmen-

tal interests and funders, the

clubs strike & balance between
gnals for recreation, conserva-

Byers, D 5. Fish and Wildlifa S

© Among those ammmtmnﬂng andw‘.rm fmm le'll.

Bob Schaffer, Central Valley Joint ‘hmuls Mike llnser,nmdm Visalia

Duk Club;

Ruth Ostroff, Cantral Valley Joint Venture: and Scott Frazier,

U.S. Fishiand Wildife Sarvice. suamimres rrata

MORE ONLINE

o Website: To learn more about the
Tulare Basin Wildlifa Partnars, go
1o www. twlarebasinwiflife
partners.orgl.

» Facehook: Find themon
Facebook at Tulare Basin Wildiife
Partners

tiem and agriculiure.

“Wetlands conseryation is the
core of Ducks U 's mis-
sion and here in the Tulare Basin,
water conservation and wetland
sustamability are focal points
for us," said Chris Hildebrandt,
a regional biologist with Dueks
Unlimited.

About 35 sttendees toured the
Rancho Visalia Duck Club, Wid-

eon Gun Club, I..osr\lamosDuck

lub and Rl Cineo Duck Clib
o view projects, both recently
completed and in progress, such
45 conservation easements to
conserve, in perpetuity, impor-
tant migratory bird habitat
aeaingt develonmant presmes
agamnst development pressures,
and new pumps to supply water
to wetlands and restored habitat
that attracts waterfowl, includ-
g the tri-colored blackbird,

d 2 state and federal species of

special concern
These m‘DJans are cnmiemi
a highly L

f»mr.esa lh.al engages partners
ke Ducks UI'Illn'll‘l'P.d; the Cali-
fornia Waterfowl A
a nprofit environmental 1{;
funding from mu
ﬁLnd

by thise s, Dialis L
:tzd has 5:?03;& or

24,530 acne? of wet;l I:Id
3,880 neresof associated uplends
inthe [ast}ls years
The act
Dne of the pre: chal-
lenges fazing cons work
in the Tulare B vater
availability,

Historically, ca
prone [o alternatl
of drought and £

trying muugain a5 waterneceds
fur ugrinulmre urban use
continue to rise.

Through such culla.buratlve
processes as the integrated
PESMINCS MANAZemAnt a|
taken on by the Tulare Bnam
Working Group and its members,
there is hope and apportunity.
for overcoming our water chal-
lenges in California

One example of mnovative
thmku\gaa mbcmg devel-

o? Deiano to deliver cyc
wastewater for use in Tulare
Basin wetlands. With proper
sanitary treatment, the water
canbe cléaned for useon rlwl-
ture, wetlands and grour
recharge.

Integrated resource management seeks Sustamable outcomaa

There is a relatively new
mode of operation — inte-
grated resource manage-
ment — that iz taking hold
AMOng mEns of natural
resources, including water,

hagn't been practiced on a
broad scale. It was lutro-
duced by the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
Service more than 20 years
agn and recently came to

are optanized and conflicts
Among users ave mlnimized,”
accarding to the California
Matural Resources Agen-
cy's Decenber 2010 white
paper and action plan, “The

natural

favored purpose prrnjects-
The [RM approach aims to
achieve results for multi-
ubjective, malti-beneflt proj  and resilient.
ects, including recreation,

still

developed during a time
when namnil TESCUICES Were

of natural resource steward:
ship must move forward, for
the henefit of aur land and its

wag

As water, wildlife habi-

- The Tulare Basin Wild:
life Partners factlitate [RM

land, air, climate change and the policy forefront through I-‘uhu-e of Natural Resource  public , economic ben-  tat, good seil and cleon air  in this region through the
lediire planning entities. the California Department il efits and edvcation. Such become scarcer, and as Tulare Basin Watershed Ini-
The eoncept is col of Conservation Watershed — [RM emphasizes commu-  projects are more capable of  meréasing evidence si Hative, funded by the state
in mature and its objective is Prognm and the Califor- nity-based strategios. As Cal- enm'hinmg ﬁmdmg smms, elimate change realities, Dapmﬁmﬂoffﬂommim
toachieve long-term, susiain-  nis Departmeat of Fish and  ifornia’s funding society needs to approach  with suppert from the USDA
ahle outcomes that balance  Game Strategic Vision are expected to conrinne and mlpiemen.talmn and, the censervation and resto-  Natural Resources Conser-
natural, sociocconomic and By definition, [RM is "8 hrinkin provid therefore, achioving better ration of resources with an  vation Service, the Burcauof
gmgmpm.pm planning &nd d solution for neces- unobstructed vision toward Land Management and pri-

The principle of mmgramd ing process that o i sary ection of ‘The system of statutes anil  the horizon, vate funders such as South.
resource is thatthelong- natural reso policies that has governed  [RM is the framework ern California Ei.lanqmd

fairly intuitive, although it
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term sustainable benefits

UrCes.
In the past, funding for

state and federal natural

under which this new system
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