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Overview
• Regional Context

• Why the Sierra Nevada matters to YOU

• The Sierra Nevada needs help

• How the Watershed Improvement Program can hel

• Your role



The Southern Sierra

Natural Resource Condition 
Assessment, Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks. 2013





Sierra Nevada Forests aren’t healthy

Photo: U.S. Forest Service

Photo: U.S. Forest Service

Photo: KFIAM640



Sierra Nevada Meadows are in a 
degraded condition



What we’re seeing now…

Photo: California Department of Fish & Wildlife

Unprecedented Tree Mortality



What we’re seeing now…

Fire severity is increasing



Why is the Watershed 
Improvement Program Needed?

Photos: Placer County Water Agency

Water supply systems at risk



Fish Egg Mass Pre and Post
King Fire 2014Photos: Courtesy of UC Davis

Why is the Watershed 
Improvement Program Needed?



Severe wildfires release huge quantities of 
greenhouse gases

Photo: CAL FIRE (Rim Fire)

Why is the Watershed 
Improvement Program Needed?



Many Sierra Nevada 
Forested Watersheds 

Are in Need of 
Restoration



Watershed Improvement Program
Focus Areas

• Increasing 
investment in 
restoration.

• Address key policy 
issues affecting 
restoration.

• Increase 
infrastructure needed 
for restoration.

Lake Oroville (fed by the Feather River), May 2014



Where you fit in

•Support
•Communication
•Funding
•Ground level coordination
•Need/project identification
•Stakeholder involvement

•Advocate!

•Connect the dots between a happy 
Sierra and…



For more information on the 
Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement 

Program,
or to get involved, visit:

www.RESTORETHESIERRA.org

sarah.campe@sierranevada.ca.gov
(559) 565-3727

http://www.restorethesierra.org/
http://restorethesierra.org/
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